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The ~ Chapter of the

Arnerican Fisheries Society
founded1963

DEC. 07 2OO~
December8, 2004

• STATE OF ILUNOIS
Pollution Control Board

Illinois Pollution ControlBoard .: Li
100 WestRandolph C) I

• Suite11-500
Chicago,illinois 60601-3286

DearSir/Madam:

• TheAmericanFisheriesSocietywas foundedin 1870andis theworld’s largestandoldest
organizationofprofessionalfisheriesbiologistsandaquaticresourcescientists. TheIllinois
Chapterrepresentsmorethan250 fisheriesandaquaticscientistswithin theStateofIllinois. Our
membersincludea diversecrosssectionofprofessionalsfrom regulatoryagencies,research

• institutions,universities,andprivateconsültin~firms. TheChapterhasthe expressedmission
‘~tosupporttheconservationandstewardshipof thefisheriesandaquaticecosystemsin Illinois

• byprOmotingprofessionalexcellencein fisheriesscience,management,andeducation.”We
• recognizethatthe fisheriesandoverall aquaticbiodiversityofIllinois aredependenton.high

quality watersuppliedbynaturalhydrologiccycles.

The chapterwishesto expressits supportfor theproposalcurrentlybeforetheIllinois Pollution’•
ControlBoard(IPCB) to imposea 1 mg/I interimmonthly averagelimit on phosphorusfrom new
orexpandeddischargesin excessof I mgd. WecommendtheIllinois EnvironmentalProtection
Agency(IEPA) for theirsubmittalofthis newstandard.As fisheriesprofessionals,weconcur
thatit haspositive implicationsfor Illinois’ aquaticecosystemsand,in particular,its stream
biota.

As the“limiting factor” for plantgrowthin mostfreshwaterenvironments,phosphorusis oftena
majordeterminantofprimaryproductivityin Illinois’ lakes,rivers andstreams.Whenit occurs

• in excessiveamounts(dueto anthropogenicso rcessuchaswastewateror industrialeffluent),
this nutrientcantriggersignificantalgalbloomsin waterways.Asidefrom aestheticimpacts,
suchgrowthcanleadto widediurnaloxygenfluctuations(andeventualdie-offs)which exert

• considerablestressonaquaticlife, leadingto massivefish kills in extremecases.Accordingto
IEPA’ s 2004 Illinois WaterQualityReport,nutrients(includingphosphorus)werecited asa

• potentialcauseof impairmentfor 2588miles ofillinois streamsoutof anassessedtotalof 15,
069 miles, •
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For thesereasons,theregulationofphosphoruseffluent in ourstate’slotic systemsis long
•overdue.Accordingto USEPA’s 1986NationalCriteriaDocument,streamsshouldnot exceed
0.1 mg/I in orderto avoidexcessivealgalgrowth. While theproposedeffluent standardof 1 M
mg/l would still allow this level to be exceededin smallerstreamswith relatively little
assimilativecapacity,themagnitudeof nutrientenrichmentexperiencedby Illinois’ effluent
receivingwaterswouldbesignificantly lessthanwhatis presentlyexperienced.

From astatutorystandpoint,thisnewstandardwould helpachievethe“fishable,swimmable”
goalsoftheCleanWaterAct. It would addresstheanti-degradationrequirementsofstatelaw
relativeto aesthetics,pH anddissolvedoxygen(eachof which is affectedby excessivealgae
growth). Moreover,the standardis realisticallyachievable;it hasbeenin forcesincethe 1970’s
on GreatLakestributarystreamswithpositiveeffectsonLakeMichigan’saquaticlife.

It is thereforein thebestinterestof theecological,recreationalandaestheticvaluesofIllinois
riversand streamsto enacttheproposedstandard.TheIllinois Chapterof theAmericanFisheries
SocietystronglyurgesIPCB to adoptJEPA’srecommendationsregardingphosphorusin their
entirety. Thankyou for yourconsiderationof thesecommentson an issuesovital to thehealthof
ourstate’saquaticecosystems.

Sincerely, • (

BruceL. Lippincott, President
Illinois Chapter
AmericanFisheriesSociety.
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• • Fax STATE OF ILLINOIS
Pollution Control Board

From: Bruce L. Lippincott

•To: ILPCB; Proposedphosphorusregulation

•Fax Number: 312-814-3669

Total Number ofPages: 3 p ~ 3

If you havequestionsregardingthis transmission,call: Lawler,Matusky& Skelly
EngineersLLP @ 815-334-9511.

Message:

The Illinois chapter of theAmericanFisheriesSocietyrespectfullyrequeststhat its
letterconcerningthis matter be added to the casefile.

Thank you




